Qualitative Assessment Template
Name of Action_____Sicomac Outdoor Classroom/Garden_______________________________________________
In a few short sentences, please describe the action and identify your partners.  _________The School, lead by the Principal and School PTA Environmental Committee raised over $80,000 to build the outdoor classroom. Partners included local landscape companies, the municipality (committeemen), DPW, Local Banks, Parents, Local Businesses, Bergen County Utilities and various non profit groups. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Even if the action was performed by volunteers, or you got in-kind donations, please estimate your costs and the time commitment required to complete the action. ____________The Sicomac Outdoor classroom is on of 4 that were build at local schools over the past 4 years. The Sicomac garden and classroom took over 2 years from planning to completion at a cost of approximately $80,000 which included many hours of volunteer time. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Assess what worked and what could be done if this action is tried again in the community. _____________The program was a big success as the local community, municipality, parent groups and teachers came together to make this happen. While attempts were made to incorporate sustainable products and building, more planning should go into this part of the program. As well, his site included a Pond and more research should be done to find a self cleaning system and solar operated pump to reduce energy costs. As well, a composting program should be planned from the beginning, coordinating with staff and students on lifecycle issues. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What are the next steps for this action?
____________________________________The Outdoor classroom and garden continue to grow as an important way to expand curriculum based learning using hands on methods and outdoor learning and continue to play a big role in the students life at Siciomac. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
