WYCKOFF OUTDOOR CLASSROOMS AND GARDENS 

Each one of the Wyckoff Schools have installed school gardens but we will be highlighting the Eisenhower Middle School Outdoor classroom/double courtyard garden and a single courtyard garden at Sicomac Elementary School.

Eisenhower Middle School began its project 3 years ago with the 7th and 8th grade students studying the heat island effect of their school. They raised $6000 before they involved the NJ Landscape Contractors Association, who agreed to be part of the project.  This was coordinated with members of the Township’s Shade Tree Commission.

The students submitted proposals, which addressed sustainable agriculture, xeriscaping, watershed management and the reduction of heat island effect.  In April 2010, as a part of Planet Day of Service, the NJLCA participants (over 50 Landscape contractors), students, faculty and community volunteers came together to create two 3,000 sq. ft. courtyard/garden classrooms.  The features of these courtyards are a pond less waterfall, a pergola, planters and benches made from recycled materials,  and a small greenhouse all with highly efficient drip irrigation and many plantings. The total estimated project cost, including donated goods and labor, was $100,000. The project construction took 3 full workdays and approximately 1600 man-hours. The raised beds were planted in late spring and yielded, tomatoes, carrots, peppers and herbs, which were cared for and then harvested by the home economics department.  In the fall, the good weather made a fall crop of lettuce, spinach and radishes possible.  Teachers use the gardens for many different aspects of the curriculum: science observation and experimentation, art drawing, painting and photography and language arts, poetry and inspired reflective journaling.  In the Spring of 2011, a duck nested in one of the outdoor classrooms and has provided a multitude of teaching opportunities. This summer the school hopes to involve additional community members by inviting the Wyckoff Garden Club to help with summer maintenance, care and planting.  Wyckoff municipal representatives supported this wonderful project, which will be used by many for enjoyment and educational purposes for a long time to come.

The Sicomac Elementary School outdoor classroom garden project was led by the Principal and the Parent Teacher Organization who worked together closely to plan, fundraise and oversee the construction.  As a result of a school expansion project, a courtyard of 6,000 square ft. was created which soon became filled with weeds (see photo). A plan was developed for the Outdoor Classroom/Garden.  The courtyard now has a paver walkway, an herb garden and a touch garden, raised beds for vegetables, benches and tables made of recycled materials, a small pond with running water and an small amphitheater for instruction. The estimated cost of goods and materials for this project of $75,000 was obtained through grants, donations from local businesses (equipment and services), dedicated PTO fundraising and direct PTO solicitation of school families. They developed a slogan for this purpose “Go Green for the Dream.” There were many volunteers recruited by the PTO who gave of their time and talents to complete this project.   Not only is the courtyard garden beautiful, but the teachers use the gardens to enhance every aspect of the curriculum. Math is embedded in the measurement and counting activities that take place in the courtyard.  Currently there is a school wide bird observation project where students record the number and types of birds visiting their courtyard from the window that runs the length of the courtyard.   This past spring a duck laid her eggs in the garden, which, the students were then able to observe as all 10 eggs hatched.  New readers and writers are inspired not only to listen to stories and poems about the garden, but to compose their own. Favorite art lessons can take place in the gardens with inspiration drawn from their own plantings of sunflowers and pumpkins.  When the student population returned this past fall the seeds they had planted in the early summer yielded twenty pumpkins and two dozen sunflowers. Science becomes tangible and important for children when it involves plants they can observe, touch, smell and care for.   Many students and teachers will use this courtyard garden classroom for years to come.
